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Welcome to the Inter-Religious Ceremony of the 23rd World Scout
Jamboree Scout Mondial!

On this occasion, I would like you to recall that in August seventy
years ago, atomic bombs were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Japan. Sometime after that, World War II came to close. Because of
that war, countless lives were lost throughout the world. This Jamboree
provides you with various opportunities to learn about peace. However,
learning about peace does not mean to merely learn how disastrous wars are.

Although World War II came to an end, armed conflicts and terrorist
attacks have continued to take place throughout the world. Sadly enough,
human rights violations such as insulting others or inflicting injuries on
others and infringing upon other people’s rights have also always been with us
worldwide.

Cherishing our own faith while trying to deepen our knowledge and
respect of other religions enables us to realize a peaceful society in which
everyone can live in harmony.

For that purpose, I encourage you to associate with other participants
during this event. And continue the movement even after returning home by
making efforts so that your loved ones are able to live peacefully. Without your
efforts, a peaceful society will never be realized. Your individual efforts will
surely come together to form a great movement.

Let us make this Inter-Religious Ceremony the first step forward on the
way to building a peaceful society.
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